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CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, March 18, 2013 

 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, March 18, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, 
Council Members Ed Notter, Camille Greenwald, Rick Vilcek, Michael Jones, Rob 
Jacknewitz, Connie Williams and Matt Casey. One of the District Three seats is 
currently vacant.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, 
City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Jones thanked residents who attended the recent 2nd District Meeting and enjoyed 
the lively discussions the meeting produced. 
 
Mr. Jones thanked those who attended the recent Centennial presentation on the so-
called “40-Thieves Homes” and the Garden Club Spring Meeting. 
 
Mr. Jones stated the Block Captains meeting was held recently with PACT P.O. 
David Rabbitt and hope more will join.  Mr. Jones stated issues discussed were how 
the City and residents together can work on issues like street lighting problems,  
and other neighborhood safety issues. 
 
Mr. Jones said there will be the Veterans Memorial Dinner/Auction on Saturday, 
March 23, and a Centennial motor coach tour of important points in Richmond 
Heights with a luncheon at Blue Sky Tower Grill on March 24.  Mr. Jones stated 
there will also be a Fall tour as well, with lunch planned at Maggiano’s Restaurant.  
 
Mr. Jones stated the Parks and Recreation Department will hold an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, March 23, and on April 5, there will be an Arbor Day celebration at The 
Heights. 
 
Mr. Jones stated Little Flower School had held their event with their elementary 
school children who kindly sent greetings to the Council members and Mayor. A 
thank you was sent to the classes for their charming cards. 
 
Mr. Jones reminded everyone that Tuesday, April 2 is election day and Richmond 
Heights will have two items on the ballot; the council seat for District Three will be 
voted on and Proposition S which is the proposal for the Sewer Lateral fee increase.   
 
Mayor Beck stated that county-wide there will be other ballot issues including Prop P 
which we will hear a presentation on this evening. 
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CITIZENS COMMENTS NO. 1 

 
None. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

March 4, 2012 

Regular Meeting 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of March 4, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Proposition P Presentation 

Accessible Arch & Public Parks Initiative 

 

Susan Troutman, Great Rivers Greenway Executive Director presented a program 
highlighting the significant contributions to the region made possible by a 2000 voter 
approval to use tax dollars to create greenway trails, park enhancements and 
procurement of land to make trails, greenways, bike routes and park areas to improve 
quality of life for citizens in the region. 
 
Ms. Troutman explained how voters will go to the polls on Tuesday, April 2 to 
consider Proposition P, the Safe & Accessible Arch & Public Parks Initiative which is 
a measure for a 3/16 of a cent sales tax to fund park improvements for St. Louis City, 
County and municipalities in the County.  The tax will also help fund the 
CityArchRiver 2015 project, allowing new accessibility to the Gateway Arch grounds 
and National Park and make improvements to the Arch area along the Mississippi 
riverfront. 
 
Ms. Troutman explained the impact and project enhancements which, if passed, will 
have on the region’s parks and Gateway Arch grounds and how these improvements 
will allow more features, trails and bikeways to be enjoyed by St. Louis residents and 
visitors. 
 
Mr. Jones and Mr. Notter commented on the fact that while the tax amount this 
proposition proposes is just two cents on a $10.00 purchase, there are numerous tax 
increases, local and state and sales taxes possibly on the horizon and every little one 
eventually mounts up to more substantial amounts.  Mr. Jones stated he wondered if a 
user-tax, say bike stickers, bike paraphernalia, park usage, would be better as it would 
be paid for by those who use the trail ways, parks, etc.   
 
Mr. Jones stated some people he has heard from have also said they did not feel it 
necessary to pay additional taxes for a “government” park such as the Gateway Arch 
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as we are already paying taxes to that end.  Mr. Jones stated that many of those who 
brought questions to him about this Proposition have not visited the Arch. 
 
Ms. Troutman stated the project proposal would hopefully re-connect the City with 
the Arch and park grounds, making it more accessible and attractive to both residents 
and visitors alike.  Ms. Troutman stated the usage of sales tax for parks and recreation 
has been an acceptable way of funding traditionally in the State and seemingly the 
way voters approve of.  Ms. Troutman spoke of credibility of her organization, Great 
Rivers Greenway and stated they pride themselves on their clean audit every year and 
as a district, pride themselves on their regional collaboration. 
 
Ms. Williams stated the progress from past voter-approved tax proposals on parks and 
greenway projects has been impressive and have helped to improve St. Louis and St. 
Louis County; attracted tourism and provided a higher quality of life for residents.  
Ms. Williams stated she thought the idea for this Proposition a good one. 
 

Parks & Recreation Department 

Employee Recognition State Awards 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Teresa Proebsting, presented videos submitted at the 
recent Municipal Parks & Rec State Conference, highlighting the contributions of 
Parks and Forestry employees, Scott Davis and Tim Brunsman.  Mr. Davis and Mr. 
Brunsman were recognized by their associates and the MPRA for their contributions 
with these prestigious awards. 
 

Mullenix Project Status Update 

 

Mr. Greg Mullenix updated the Council on the hotel development project at Clayton 
and Brentwood Boulevard.  Mr. Mullenix reported project designs for a hotel had 
begun, with some changes possible to the hotel’s lobby area and/or retail/restaurant 
uses. 
 
Mr. Mullenix stated that Mullenix has been investigating alternate hotel brands to the 
Courtyard by Marriott or Hilton Garden Inn to a possible more a upscale branded 
project along with continuing discussions with Marriott and Hilton for considerations 
on their other available hotel brands for the site. 
 
Mr. Mullenix stated they are in discussions with the new owners of the University 
Club Tower regarding parking design and are encouraged by the owner’s interest in 
working out a mutually beneficial parking garage project. 
 
Mr. Mullenix stated they are encouraged about improving conditions in the credit 
market and noted the existing Homewood Suites strong operating performance since 
its opening in 2009.  Mr. Mullenix stated they are pushing forward and hopefully will 
have a good picture by July. 
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Hadley Redevelopment TIF Commission 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Tax Increment Financing Commission had met regarding the 
Hadley Menard Project on March 13 and have set a Public Hearing date of May 8, 
2013 at 7:00 p.m. at The Heights Community Center. 
 
B5363 Sign Regulations  

 

Mr. Notter asked for clarification on Bill 5363, Sec. 414.200 Flags and Flag poles, 
and if changes could be made to permit more than two flags on smaller lot sizes as 
previously introduced. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the Bill has had a slight change to say each lot or parcel of land 
could display not more than four flags, and with parcels in excess of 5 acres may 
display not more than six flags per 5 acres of land area. The change does not require 
an additional reading. 
 
Mr. Jones asked if churches and schools are required to follow the ordinance or they 
exempt? 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated they are not excluded as far as she understands the Ordinance. 
 
Resolution No. 13-05 

Agreement for Retainer with 

Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe, 

John F. Mulligan & Howard Paperner 

As Counsel with St. Louis County Municipal 

League regarding Kimble et al lawsuit 

 

Ms. Hamilton updated the Council on the Kimble communications lawsuit.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated for the benefit of those not on the Council several years ago; the City 
had received after a telecommunications lawsuit in 2009-2010, back tax payments 
from numerous telecommunications firms, of which, the City contributed 5% of these 
funds from the settlement to the St. Louis County Municipal league defense fund for 
future use against the type of lawsuit which Kimble is now trying to litigate.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated these funds will be used from this fund to aid in the litigation. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz further explained that on Resolution No. 13-05, his firm is teaming up with 
Mulligan and Paperner and the City is not actually paying COH; you are just 
authorizing agreement that these firms represent the City along with the St. Louis 
County Municipal League fund in this Kimble lawsuit. 
 
Mr. Heinz updated the Council on SB 241 now in the State legislature which would 
take the City’s ability to provide for franchising, regulation, and control of city streets 
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rights of way.  Mr. Heinz stated that if passed, this could be a real deterioration of 
City revenue.  Mr. Heinz encouraged the Council to contact their legislator with your 
opinion on this Bill. 
 

Bill 5363; second reading 

 

Mr. Heinz stated the Council could look at the Bill a bit longer if they wished, and 
that it was okay to lay it over to the next meeting to review it more closely. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked if the City should be concerned over the movement at the Federal 
level to eliminate or restrict tax exempt status on municipal bonds. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the sequester issue has brought this matter up and agreed that 
this could affect the Build America Bonds and would have an impact if the BABS are 
not fully funded.  Ms. Hamilton stated that the City has taken out some of these; 
partially in Build America Bonds and some in Special Obligation Bonds.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated  we have we might not see an impact ourselves, with the rates the 
way they are, we could refinance those affected as tax-exempt, special obligation 
bonds.  However, if they take away the whole tax exempt status of municipal bonds it 
would obviously have a great impact. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5363; Second reading 

Amends Ord. No. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Repeals current Chapter 415: SIGN REGULATIONS,  

and adopts new Chapter 415, Sign Regulations. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, “THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI”, IS HEREBY 
AMENDED BY REPEALING CHAPTER 415, SIGN REGULATIONS AND 
ADOPTING NEW CHAPTER 415: SIGN REGULATIONS. 
 

Mayor Beck asked if the Council wished to lay over Bill No. 5363 tonight to give the 
Council further time to review the new Sign Regulations Chapter.  Mayor Beck stated 
he was fine with voting tonight as it stands but understands if more time is needed. 
 
Ms. Greenwald requested more time to review the Bill. 
 
Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to lay over Bill No. 5363 for 
further review until the Regular Council meeting on April 15, 2013.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck stated Bill No. 5363 was laid over to April 15, 2013.   
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 13-04 

Re-adopts procedure to disclose 

potential conflicts of interest and 

substantial interests for certain officials. 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution No. 
13-04. Carried unanimously. Resolution No. 13-04 was presented and read. 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI RE-ADOPTING A PROCEDURE TO DISCLOSE POTENTIAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND SUBSTANTIAL INTERESTS FOR CERTAIN 
OFFICIALS. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 13-04.  Carried 
unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 13-04, approved. 
 
Resolution No. 13-05 

Consents to the defense of the City pursuant 

To a retainer Agreement between Curtis, 

Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe, John F. Mulligan, 

Howard Paperner, as Counsel and the St. Louis 

County Municipal League in connection with 

Litigation brought against the City by Kimble et al. 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution No. 
13-05.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 13-05 was presented and read. 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, 
CONSENTING TO DEFENSE OF THE CITY PURSUANT TO A RETAINER 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN CURTIS, HEINZ, GARRETT & O’KEEFE, P.C., JOHN 
F. MULLIGAN, JR. AND HOWARD PAPERNER AS COUNSEL AND THE ST. 
LOUIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL LEAGUE IN CONNECTION WITH LITIGATION 
BROUGHT AGAINST THE CITY BY KIMBLE ET AL. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 13-05.  Carried 
unanimously.   Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 13-05, approved. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS NO. 2 
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None. 

 

At approximately 8:35 p.m., Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to 
hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 
(1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 
causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 
confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 
representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 
governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 
the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 
AYES: Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Jones, Mr. Jacknewitz, Mr. Casey, Ms. Williams, Mr. Notter, 
Ms. Greenwald and Mayor Beck. NAYS: None. Mayor Beck declared the Council 
would meet in closed session. 
 
At approximately 9:34 p.m., Council returned to the open session.  
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:35 p.m. Mr. 
Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 
 

______________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
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